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Public  Health  Offices, 

Town  Hall, 
Braintree. 

August,  1951. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1 950, 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Braintree  Rural 
District. 

The  birth  rate  was  15.2  and  the  death  rate  12.8  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year 
was  considerably  less  than  in  1949  and  the  most  prevalent  disease 
was  measles. 

The  section  on  the  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  sets  out 
the  services  provided  by  the  Essex  County  Council,  the  North  East 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  Essex  Executive 
Council. 

The  care  of  old  people  in  the  district  is  becoming  an  increasing 
problem,  especially  those  old  people  living  by  themselves  in  un- 
satisfactory accommodation.  The  need  for  more  old  people’s 
dwellings  must  be  seriously  considered  in  the  future  building  pro- 
gramme. 

A certain  amount  of  progress  has  been  made  by  local  voluntary 
workers  in  the  parishes  in  looking  after  old  people  living  in  their 
homes.  The  problem  becomes  really  acute  when  an  aged  person, 
unable  to  look  after  himself  or  herself,  is  living  in  insanitary  con- 
ditions, and  it  becomes  necessary  to  apply  to  a Magistrates’  Court 
for  an  Order  to  remove  the  said  person  from  his  house  to  a hospital 
or  an  old  people’s  home.  Such  a case  actually  occurred  in  November, 
the  details  of  which  appear  in  the  report. 

A considerable  amount  of  work  was  done  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  Food  Hygiene  and  a special  film  show  and  exhibi- 
tions were  arranged. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council, 
the  Council’s  Officers,  and,  in  particular,  the  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department,  for  their  help  and  co-operation  throughout  the 
year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  P.  KALRA, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Public  Health  Offices, 

St.  Peter’s  Close, 

Bocking,  Braintree. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the  Sanitary  Circum- 
stances of  the  District  and  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Department  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950. 

There  was  very  little  in  the  way  of  new  legislation  during  the  year 
apart  from  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  but  the  year 
provided  opportunity  of  studying  the  effect  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1949.  Both  these  Acts  will  be  commented  upon  in  more  detail  at  a 
later  stage  of  this  report. 

Housing  naturally  continues  to  be  of  major  importance,  not  only 
in  ensuring  that  the  restricted  amount  of  accommodation  becoming 
available  is  allocated  to  the  most  deserving  cases,  but  in  endeavour- 
ing to  maintain  existing  property  in  a state  of  reasonable  fitness,  in 
spite  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  shortages  of  labour  and 
materials;  and  the  limitations  imposed  by  reason  of  the  compara- 
tively low  rents. 

There  are  many  young  couples  married  up  to  ten  or  twelve  years, ,, 
with  one  or  more  children,  still  living  with  other  people.  They  are  *' 
anxious  to  have  a home  of  their  own,  and  constitute  a real  social  li 
problem.  Whilst  some  Advisory  Committees  have  endeavoured!:, 
to  deal  with  this  class  of  applicant,  it  is  particularly  difficult  in  face  Si 
of  those  cases  living  under  bad  housing  or  overcrowded  conditions. 

No  extension  of  the  provision  of  temporary  dwellings  by  converted 
hutments  took  place  during  the  year,  and  in  view  of  the  general  and 
rapid  deterioration  of  this  type  of  dwelling,  plans  must  be  made  for 
ensuring  that  all  present  occupiers  are  removed  to  permanent  ac- 
commodation at  an  early  date. 

Apart  from  one  interesting  case  of  river  pollution  which  occurred:! 
during  the  year  and  which  is  dealt  with  at  a later  stage  of  the  report, 
the  year  itself  was  uneventful  and  work  proceeded  so  far  as  possible 
along  routine  lines. 
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I am  pleased  to  record  that  during  the  year,  Mr.  W.  R.  Gage,  who 
has  been  an  officer  of  the  Council  since  1936  and  whose  training  was 
interrupted  by  war  service,  was  successful  in  passing  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  qualifying  examination  and  as  a result  was  appointed  an 
Additional  Inspector.  Mr.  P.  Reed  also  entered  the  Department  as  a 
Junior  Clerk. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  willing 
co-operation  of  all  officers  of  the  Council ; the  continued  support  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  and  of  the  Public  Health  Committee; 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Council  for  their  interest  and  co- 
operation where  necessary.  Also  to  my  own  staff  for  the  highly 
satisfactory  manner  in  which  they  have  carried  out  their  duties 
during  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  ORGAN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  . . 

Estimated  Resident  Population  in  mid- 1950  . . 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books 

Rateable  Value  . . 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


59,569 
18,550 
5,662 
£67,218- 
£271  10s.  4d. 


Social  Conditions 

The  Rural  District  remains  for  the  most  part  agricultural  in 
character.  There  is  one  clothing  factory  and  one  iron  works  in  the. 
District.  A considerable  number  of  inhabitants  are  employed  in  thee 
adjoining  Urban  Districts. 

There  was  no  unemployment  problem  during  1950. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

On  page  9 are  set  out  the  extracts  of  the  Vital  Statistics  of  thee 
District  for  the  ten-year  period,  1941-50  in  regard  to  the  estimated 
mid-year  populations,  and  the  local  and  national  birth  and  death 
rates  for  each  year  during  that  time. 

Births 

There  were  281  births  in  the  Rural  District  during  1950  and  these.' 


were  as  follows; 

Male 

Female 

Total 

150 

131 

Legitimate 

142 

130 

Illegitimate 

8 

1 

The  birth  rate  was  15.2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popula 
tion  and  is  the  lowest  since  1946. 

Still  Births 

There  were  six  still  births  registered 
follows: 

in  1950 

Male 

and  these  were  a; 

Female 

Total 

5 

1 

Legitimate 

5 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Deaths 

There  were  237  deaths  relating  to  the  Rural  District  during  1950 
of  which  112  were  males  and  125  females.  The  death  rate  was  12.1 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  and  was  a littl* 
higher  than  that  of  last  year. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  were  again  the  chie. 
causes  of  death  and  cancer  was  again  the  next  most  important  cause 
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The  details  of  the  nett  deaths  applying  to  the  District  are  given 
below  and  appear  on  page  8. 
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Infant  Deaths 

There  were  eleven  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  in  1950,  of 
which  seven  occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life. 

Male  Female 

Total  . . . . . . 6 5 

Legitimate  . . . . 6 5 

Illegitimate  ....  — — 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  39.1  and  was  considerably  higher 
than  last  year,  but  very  little  higher  than  1948  and  lower  than  1947. 

The  causes  of  infant  deaths  were  enteritis,  bronchopneumonia, 
atelectasis,  prematurity,  anoxaemia,  and  meningomyelocele. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 


The  Table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  tbeejl 
Registrar-General  and  the  classification  is  given  under  the  thirty-sixvj 
headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statist!- -il 


cal  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948. 

Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Femaleaf 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  , . 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parsitic  diseases 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

1 

1 1 . Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

— 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

1 

1 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus . . 

— 

— 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

13 

14 

1 5.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

3 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

14 

18  J 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

9 

13  1 

1 9.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

5 ( 

20.  Other  heart  disease  . . 

19 

29  ( 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

6 c 

22.  Influenza 

— 

^ 

23.  Pneumonia 

5 

4 1 

24.  Bronchitis 

6 

5 c 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

^ 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

3 

^ 

27.  Gastritis 

— 

3 1 

28.  Nephritis 

— 

2 £ 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

. ^ 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .. 

2 

1 1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

17 

17  V 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

J _ 

34.  All  other  accidents  . . 

2 

1 11 

35.  Suicide 

— 

36.  Homicide  and  other  operations  of  war 

— 

1 

All  causes 

112 

125  i? 

1 

3 


Births  Deaths 
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X Rate  per  1000  “related  births 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Public  Health  Officers 

For  list  see  page  1 . 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  the  Councils  of  the  Urban  Districts  of  Braintree  and 
Booking  and  of  Witham,  and  the  Rural  District  of  Dunmow,  and 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  to  the  Essex  County  Council. 

The  Braintree  and  Booking  Urban  District  Council,  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  other  local  authorities  concerned,  provide  office 
accommodation  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  pre- 
fabricated annexe  of  the  Town  Hall,  Braintree. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Gage  was  appointed  as  an  Additional  Sanitary  In- 
spector in  June. 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  ESSEX  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
Care  of  Expectant  Mothers 

Regular  ante-natal  clinics  are  held  in  the  Urger  villages  through-  ■ 
out  the  District. 

Care  of  Young  Children  up  to  School  Age 

Child  welfare  clinics  are  held  in  the  villages,  and  injections  for  i 
diphtheria  immunisation  given,  with  the  parents’  consent.  Children  : 
requiring  treatment  are  referred  to  the  local  general  practitioners,  i 
hospitals,  or  appointments  given  for  the  dental,  orthopaedic,  and 
eye  clinics  at  the  Combined  Treatment  Centres  in  Braintree  or 
Chelmsford. 

Care  of  School  Children 

Regular  school  medical  inspections  are  carried  out  and  the^^i 
children  with  defects  are  referred  for  treatment.  A monthly  clinic  is^i 
held  in  Braintree  for  the  reinforcing  doses  of  diphtheria  prophylactic  ; 

Health  Visiting 

The  Health  Visitors  visit  the  homes  of  young  children,  act  asu: 
school  nurses  and  help  at  the  clinics. 

Home  Nursing  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery 

These  services  are  carried  out  by  the  District  nurse  midwives  • 
resident  in  the  area. 

Domestic  Help  Service 

Application  for  domestic  help  should  be  made  to  the  County  ! 
Medical  Officer,  County  Flail,  Chelmsford.  This  service  is  not : 
provided  free  of  cost. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

The  ambulance  service  continued  to  function  satisfactorily  during : 
the  year. 
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Care  of  the  Aged  and  Infirm 

Residential  accommodation  is  provided  at  St.  Michael’s  Hospital, 
Braintree,  and  at  Stisted  Hall.  * 

j National  Assistance  Act.  Section  47 

! An  application  was  made,  under  the  provision  of  the  above  section 
j of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  by  the  Braintree  Rural  Dis- 
trict Council,  at  the  Witham  Magistrates’  Court  in  November,  1950, 
for  the  removal  of  an  old  lady,  aged  seventy-six  years,  from  an  old 
I railway  carriage  where  she  lived. 

She  was  aged  and  infirm,  and  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and 
was  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  The  Court  made  an  order  for  her 
removal  to  a hospital.  The  old  railway  carriage  was  subsequently 
demolished. 

Laboratory  Services 

The  Essex  County  Council  provide  a laboratory  service  which 
includes  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  of  water  samples, 
the  chemical  analyses  of  sewage  effluents  and  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  milk  and  ice  cream,  and  the  examination  of  other 
foods  for  pathogenic  organisms.  These  examinations  are  carried  out 
by  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  61  Victoria  Street, 
London,  S.W.l. 

Examinations  of  milk  samples  from  the  District  are  also  arranged 
by  the  Essex  County  Council  and  the  service  is  provided  by  the 
Essex  Institute  of  Agriculture  at  Writtle,  near  Chelmsford. 

Chemical  examination  of  foodstuffs  are  undertaken  by  the 
Public  Analyst  to  the  Essex  County  Council. 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  NORTH  EAST  METRO- 
POLITAN REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 

The  hospitals  are  managed  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and 
provide  medical,  surgical,  and  special  treatment.  The  hospitals 
which  serve  the  Braintree  population  are  the  William  Julien  Cour- 
tauld,  St.  Michael’s,  and  Black  Notley  Hospitals,  Braintree,  and  the 
hospitals  in  Chelmsford  and  Colchester. 

During  1950  an  expansion  of  the  Hospital  Service  took  place 
locally  by  the  opening  of  two  acute  medical  wards  at  St.  Michael’s 
Hospital,  Braintree,  and  the  extension  of  surgical  beds  at  Black 
Notley  Hospital,  as  well  as  the  opening  of  a children’s  ward  at  the 
latter  hospital. 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  ESSEX  EXECUTIVE 

COUNCIL 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  this  Council  pro- 
vides the  general  Medical,  Dental,  Pharmaceutical,  and  Supple- 
mentary Ophthalmic  services  through  the  family  doctors,  dentists, 
chemists,  and  opticians  in  the  area. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 


The  incidence  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases,  other  than  tuber- 
culosis, in  the  Rural  District  throughout  1950  is  set  out  in  the  table 
on  page  14.  Details  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  are 
given  under  that  sub-heading.  A few  brief  comments  are  made  on 
some  of  the  infectious  diseases. 

Diphtheria 

For  the  third  year  running  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the 
Rural  District.  Local  figures  over  the  last  twenty  years  illustrate  the 
value  of  immunisation  of  infants  and  school  children.  In  the  1931-40 
ten-year  period  there  were  twenty-nine  cases  of  diphtheria  with  two 
deaths,  whereas  in  the  1941-50  ten-year  period,  when  the  immunisa- 
tion scheme  was  operating,  there  were  only  eight  cases  with  no 
deaths. 

Measles 

The  number  of  cases  was  less  than  half  of  the  previous  year,  and  i 
again  none  of  the  children  required  admission  to  hospital. 


Poliomyelitis 

There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  during  1950. 


Food  Poisoning 

There  were  two  confirmed  cases  of  food  poisoning  in  one  family,  , 
but  the  illness  was  mild  in  character.  Only  in  the  event  of  an  acute  t 
illness  affecting  several  persons  is  it  possible  to  determine  the  food  i 
causing  the  symptoms  and  have  it  examined  bacteriologically. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  adopted  the  Model  Byelaws  relating  ; 
to  the  Handling,  Wrapping,  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  ;■ 
in  the  Open  Air. 


Non-Notifiable  Diseases 

Fifty-eight  cases  of  chicken-pox  occurred  in  schools  at  Shalford  f 
and  Rayne,  and  from  the  latter  there  were  also  reported  twenty-two  r 
cases  of  mumps. 

Tuberculosis 

Particulars  of  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  reported  during  the  i 
year  and  of  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  District  are  set  out  as  i 
follows: 
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Age  Periods 
(Years) 

0—1.. 

1—5  . . 

5—10  .. 
10—15  .. 
15—20  .. 
20—25  .. 
25—35  .. 
35—45  .. 
45—55  .. 
55—65  .. 

65  and  upwards 

Total 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  121  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  of  the  District,  and  these  were  as  follows: 

Males  Females 

Respiratory  Non-respiratory  Respiratory  Non-respiratory 
44  20  33  24 

As  far  as  the  housing  of  families  in  which  there  are  members 
suffering  from  an  infective  form  of  tuberculosis,  the  Council  have 
taken  these  circumstances  into  consideration  in  the  allocation  of 
available  housing  accommodation. 

Disinfection  of  the  premises  and  bedding  are  offered  free  to  the 
householders  after  the  death  or  removal  of  an  active  case  of  pul- 
monary tuberculosis. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

During  April  a special  film  show  and  exhibition  was  held  in 
connection  with  the  Clean  Food  Campaign.  The  films  shown  were 
“Another  Case  of  Food  Poisoning”  and  “Fly  about  the  House”. 
In  the  interval  a lecture  was  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  questions  answered  at  the  end  of  the  programme. 

The  exhibition  material  was  obtained  from  the  Central  Council  of 
Health  Education  and  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory  and 
arranged  by  the  Health  Education  Department  of  the  Essex  County 
Council.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors  also  took  an  active  part  in  showing 
the  exhibits  and  answering  questions. 

A further  opportunity  to  show  the  general  public  the  funda- 
mental of  Food  Hygiene  was  taken  at  a section  of  the  Essex  Agri- 
cultural Show  held  at  Stisted  in  June.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors 
collected  specimens  and  staffed  the  exhibition. 


New  Cases 

Non- 

Respiratory  respiratory 

M.  F.  M.  F, 


Deaths 

Non- 

Respiratory  respiratory 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 


1 — 


— 1 


1 

3 


1 


1 
1 
1 
1 

1 


— 1 
1 — 


1 — — 


14  6 

20 


2 5 

7 


2 1 
3 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  in  1950 
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Notifiable  Disea* 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Encephalitis  , . 

Post-infective 

Encephalitis 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Dysentery 

Meningoccocal 

Infection 

Pemphigus 

Food  Poisoning 

Infective  Hepatitis 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Water 

Authorisation  to  seven  extensions  to  existing  water  mains  had 
been  received  in  1949  and  of  these  the  following  were  completed 
during  1950. 

1.  Ranks  Green,  Fairstead. 

2.  Beazley  End,  Wethersfield. 

3.  Fuller  Street,  Fairstead. 

It  is  anticipated  that  extensions  at: 

1.  London  Road,  Black  Notley. 

2.  Brick  Kiln  Green,  Wethersfield. 

3.  Blake  End,  Rayne,  and 

4.  White  Notley  to  Faulkbourne,  will  be  proceeded  with  and 

possibly  completed  during  1951. 

The  main  public  water  supply  generally  has  been  satisfactory 
during  the  year  as  regards  quantity  and  quality. 

None  of  the  waters  is  liable  to  have  any  plumbo-solvent  action. 

The  quality  of  the  raw  water  from  the  Council’s  sources  of  supply 
and  of  the  water  passing  into  supply  is  controlled  by  regular  bac- 
teriological examinations.  Regular  chemical  analyses  are  also  made 
of  the  raw  water  from  the  respective  sources.  Thirty-seven  samples 
of  main  water  supplies  were  taken  for  analyses  during  1950.  Copies 
of  typical  reports  on  the  analyses  of  the  water  from  the  four  sources, 
Terling  Waterworks,  South  Essex  Water  Company,  Coggeshall 
Waterworks,  and  Fetches  Bridge  Waterworks  will  be  found  along 
with  the  details  of  each  works. 

All  the  main  water  supplies  in  the  District  are  subject  to  chlorina- 
tion at  the  respective  sources.  In  the  case  of  the  Council’s  under- 
takings, gaseous  chlorine  is  employed  at  Fetches  Bridge  Works  and 
hypochlorite  solution  at  Coggeshall  and  at  Terling. 

Details  of  the  functioning  of  each  of  the  undertakings  during  1950 
are  given  below.  The  Council’s  Surveyor  and  his  staff,  have  supplied 
the  data  in  regard  to  the  amounts  of  water  pumped  in  each  area  for 
the  year  to  31st  March,  1951.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain 
separate  statistics  as  to  trade  and  domestic  consumption  for  the 
year  under  review. 

Following  notification  of  an  unsatisfactory  analysis  of  water 
supplied  to  a property  in  Stisted,  investigations  eventually  led  to  a 
pollution  being  traced  to  the  old  underground  reservoir  which  is 
still  used  for  storage  purposes.  Cracks  had  developed  in  the  roof  of 
this  tank  and  as  poultry  had  access  to  the  ground  wherein  it  is 
situated  pollution  had  taken  place  by  seepage  through  the  soil  and 
eventually  into  the  water  itself.  The  supply  was  temporarily  cut  off; 
the  tank  emptied,  scrubbed,  and  sterilised  several  times  and  then 
put  back  into  use.  The  source  of  contamination  was  of  course  re- 
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moved  in  addition,  and  a further  sample  taken  shortly  after  the 
work  was  carried  out  showed  that  the  quality  of  the  water  was 
satisfactory. 

Fetches  Bridge  Waterworks 

No.  gallons  pumped  during  year  ended  31st  March  1951  34,419,000 

Average  day’s  purnping  . . . . . . . . 7.8  hours 

No.  of  new  connections  . . . . . . . . 70 

Analyst’s  Report 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  is  of  a high 
standard  of  bacterial  purity.  These  results  are  indicative  of  a 
water  which  is  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes. 

Coggeshall  Waterworks 

No.  gallons  pumped  during  year  ended  3 1 st  March  1 95 1 43,620,500 

Average  day’s  pumping  ..  ..  ..  ..  17  hours 

No.  of  new  connections  . . . . . . . . 17 

Analyst’s  Report 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  is  of  a high 
standard  of  bacterial  purity.  These  results  are  indicative  of  a 
water  which  is  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  public 
supply  purposes. 

Terling  Waterworks 

No.  gallons  pumped  during  year  ended  31st  March  1951  23,000,000 

Average  day’s  pumping  . . . . . . . . 9 hours 

No.  of  new  connections  . . . , . . . . 14 

Analyst’s  Report 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  of  very 
satisfactory  bacterial  purity  indicative  of  water  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

South  Essex  Water  Company 

Total  quantity  of  water  received  by  this  Council  from  the  Com- 
pany for  the  year  ended  31st  March  1951  is  as  follows: 

Eastern  Area 

Augmented  supply  to  Coggeshall,  Kelvedon,  and 
Feering 

Supply  to  Bradwell,  Crossing,  Stisted,  Black  and 
White  Notleys 


No  of  new  connections — 58. 

Southern  Area 

Augmented  supply  to  Hatfield  Peverel,  Terling,  and 
Fairstead 


Gallons 

14,557,500 

71,447,200 

86,004,700 


4,659,000 

90,663,700 
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Analyst’s  Report 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  is  of  a high 
standard  of  bacterial  purity.  These  results  are  indicative  of  a 
water  which  is  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes. 

Supply  from  Chelmsford  R.D.C* 

Total  quantity  of  water  received  by  this  Council  from  the  Chelms- 
ford R.D.C.  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1951  was  made  upas 
follows: 

Gallons 

. /Ranks  Green,  Extension,  Fairstead  . . . . 196,000 

Fuller  Street  Extension,  Fairstead  (from  July 

1950)  126,000 

“Cardfields”  Extension,  Hatfield  Peverel  . . 115,000 


437,000 


No.  of  new  services  at  “A” — 19. 

Analyst’s  Report 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  of  satis- 
factory bacterial  purity  inasmuch  as  organisms  of  the  Coli- 
aerogenes  group  are  present  in  only  small  numbers.  These 
results  are  satisfactory  for  a new  main  and  consistent  with  a 
wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


Shallow  Well  Supplies 

Following  completion  of  the  three  water  mains  extensions,  the 
number  of  localities  dependent  upon  shallow  wells  and  springs  as 
their  only  source  of  water  supply,  was  considerably  reduced,  and  it 
is  reasonable  to  anticipate  that  in  another  year’s  time  these  will  be 
further  reduced  to  a very  low  figure. 


In  spite  of  the  difficult  prevailing  conditions  with  regard  to  cost, 
and  shortage  of  labour  and  materials,  the  keenness  of  owners  to 
connect  to  the  new  mains  was  particularly  gratifying,  and  this 
without  any  undue  pressure  by  the  Council  in  most  cases. 

During  1950,  two  shallow  well  supplies  were  discontinued,  namely 
at  Ranks  Green  Fairstead,  and  Beazley  End,  Wethersfield,  and  there 
are  now  remaining  in  use  the  following  thirteen  such  sources: 


Parish 

Fairstead 

Faulkbourne 

Finchingfield 

Panfield 

Pattiswick 

Great  Saling 

Shalford 

Stisted  . . 

Wethersfield 


Wells  and  Springs 
Two  wells  at  Fuller  Street 
One  well  at  Pump  Bungalow. 

Two  wells  at  Hawkins  Harvest  and  at  Ost  End. 
Two  wells  at  Shalford  Road  and  The  Village. 
One  well  at  Council  Houses. 

One  well  at  Blake  End. 

One  well  at  Jaspers  Green. 

One  well  opposite  Bridge  Hall. 

Two  wells  at  Blackmore  End  and  Brick  Kiln 
Green. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

At  long  last,  it  is  very  pleasing  to  record  that  the  eagerly  antici- 
pated scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  Parishes  of 
Great  Bardfield,  Finchingfield,  and  Wethersfield  is  about  to  come 
into  being.  All  final  obstacles  appear  to  have  been  removed  and  a 
stage  has  now  been  reached  when  a provisional  date  of  commence- 
ment, early  in  1951,  has  been  fixed. 

The  completion  of  the  actual  sewers  and  works  will  not,  of  course, 
be  the  end  of  this  problem.  Still  remaining  will  be  the  picking  up  of 
the  old  existing  sewers  and  the  new  connections  to  be  made  to 
properties  not  at  present  served  by  the  old  system.  This  will  involve 
much  investigation  and  it  will  inevitably  be  a long  time  before  the 
maximum  number  of  properties  are  finally  connected  to  the  new 
sewers. 

There  were  no  further  developments  with  regard  to  the  much 
needed  facilities  for  main  drainage  at  Rayne,  Terling,  Stisted,  and 
Bradwell. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  main  water  is  now  available  along  London 
Road,  Black  Notley,  although  not  yet  actually  connected  to  each 
individual  property,  the  proper  drainage  of  this  area  must  now  be- 
come an  urgent  problem  since  existing  provisions  have  been  barely 
sufficient  with  the  limited  amount  of  water  available  in  the  past. 

The  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied  informa- 
tion for  the  following  notes  relating  to  the  functioning  of  the  existing 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  their  respective  Sewerage  Systems. 

Coggeshall  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

For  the  third  successive  year,  not  one  of  the  six  samples  of  the 
effluent  from  these  works  reached  the  prescribed  standard  of  purity. 
As  has  been  emphasised  on  many  occasions  previously,  these  works 
are  now  expected  to  deal  with  at  least  three  times  the  flow  for  which 
they  were  designed,  which  in  spite  of  the  attention  given,  is  an  im- 
possible requirement.  During  the  year  a start  was  made  to  increase  , 
the  area  of  filtration  by  the  addition  of  two  further  filters  but  owing 
to  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  necessary  sprinkler  machinery  and  other 
unforeseen  circumstances  the  work  was  not  completed. 

Kelvedoii  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

Conditions  here  are  not  so  bad  as  at  Coggeshall  as  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  two  of  the  five  samples  taken  reached  the  prescribed 
standard  of  purity,  but  it  is  again  necessary  to  record  that  there  is  a 
definite  tendency  to  overloading,  due  in  this  instance  to  the  de-  , 
creasing  efficiency  of  the  pumping  machinery. 

In  view  of  the  proposed  cessation  of  gas  producing  operations  at  ■ 
the  Kelvedon  Gas  Works  owing  to  a new  trunk  supply  main  being  .,1 
laid  from  Colchester,  it  will  no  longer  be  necessary  to  take  the  i 
effluent  from  those  works  into  the  sewer.  This  has  been  agreed  with  i : 
the  Eastern  Gas  Board  in  order  to  prevent  further  pollution  of  the ‘ i 
river  Blackwater. 
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Hatfield  Peverel  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

All  four  samples  of  the  effluent  taken  during  the  year  failed  to 
reach  the  prescribed  standard  which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  since 
these  works  too  are  dealing  with  approximately  two  and  a half 
times  the  flow  they  were  designed  to  treat. 

No  further  progress  was  made  with  regard  to  taking  the  effluent 
from  the  Central  Dairy  at  Hatfield  Peverel  into  the  sewer  since  the 
experimental  detergents  used  again  proved  too  caustic.  The  pollu- 
tion of  the  river  Ter  therefore  continues  until  a satisfactory  solution 
can  be  found  to  this  problem. 

White  Notley  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

These  works  continue  to  function  satisfactorily  and  within  their 
capacity  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  all  five  samples  of  the 
effluent  taken  during  1950  reached  the  prescribed  standard  of  purity. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

Not  until  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Great  Bardfield,  Finchingfield, 
and  Wethersfield  is  completed,  will  it  be  possible  to  remove  the  gross 
pollution  of  the  streams  flowing  into  and  of  the  River  Pant  itself. 

Similarly  the  pollution  which  occurs  on  the  River  Ter  at  Terling 
will  only  be  removed  by  the  provision  of  a new  sewage  disposal 
scheme. 

It  is  anticipated  that  following  the  laying  of  a new  trunk  gas  main 
from  Colchester  to  Kelvedon  the  production  of  gas  at  the  latter  will 
cease  and  automatically  the  pollution  of  the  River  Blackwater  by 
the  effluent  from  these  works. 

An  interesting  experience  occurred  during  the  pea-picking  season 
which  involved  a new  and  hitherto  unknown  pollution  of  the  River 
Ter  at  Terling.  Following  a communication  from  the  Chief  Chemist 
of  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company  at  their  Langford  Works 
that  a serious  pollution  had  been  detected  near  their  “intake”,  a 
joint  visit  was  made  to  various  points  on  the  river  at  Terling. 
Several  field  tests  were  carried  out  and  a point  of  pollution  was 
ultimately  established  in  a ditch  taking  the  drainage  from  a farm 
about  half  a mile  away.  A visit  to  the  farm  at  first  produced  no 
results  since  everything  appeared  to  be  in  reasonable  order,  but  it 
was  then  ascertained  that  a Pea  Vining  Plant  was  in  operation  and 
that  the  pea  washing  water,  together  with  a seepage  from  the  silos 
in  which  the  vines  themselves  were  placed,  found  its  way  into  the 
general  drainage  system  of  the  farm,  down  the  offending  ditch  and 
eventually  into  the  River  Ter. 

Under  existing  conditions  it  was  impracticable  to  deal  with  the 
waste  water  and  liquor  in  any  way  but  by  diverting  the  flow  in  the 
ditch,  at  least  temporarily,  on  to  adjoining  waste  ground,  and  this 
was  carried  out  with  a reasonable  amount  of  success. 

Arrangements  have  now  been  made  to  dispose  of  the  effluent 
otherwise  than  into  the  river,  for  the  period  of  the  pea  vining  opera- 
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tions  each  year.  The  state  of  the  river  below  the  inlet  of  the  ditch 
taking  the  drainage  from  the  farm  was  such  that  the  water  showed 
very  heavy  organic  pollution  and  was  completely  devoid  of  oxygen. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
Collection  of  Domestic  Refuse 

This  service  continues  to  serve  the  whole  of  the  Rural  District 
on  a fortnightly  basis,  covering  approximately  ninety-five  per  cent  of 
the  inhabited  properties,  and  the  only  changes  which  took  place 
during  the  year  were  certain  re-organisations  within  the  service 
itself. 

A special  sub-committee  appointed  to  consider  any  possible 
waste  of  expenditure  on  the  service,  reached  the  conclusion  that  the 
cost  of  maintaining  this  collection  was  reasonable  and  that  the  ser- 
vice was  run  economically  under  the  difficult  prevailing  conditions, 
particularly  geographically. 

The  number  of  available  tips  was  again  reduced  to  two;  i.e., 
Coggeshall  and  Terling.  This  was  owing  to  the  re-opening  of  the 
gravel  pits  at  Beazley  End  which  meant  that  the  site  was  no  longer 
available  for  tipping  and  that  refuse  from  the  northern  part  of  the 
District  had  once  more  to  be  transported  to  Coggeshall.  Every 
effort  was  made  to  secure  an  alternative  site,  but  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year  without  success. 

In  view  of  the  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  law  relating  to  the 
provision  of  dustbins,  little  formal  action  was  taken  to  enforce  pro- 
vision, and  the  lack  of  proper  receptacles  for  the  purpose  is  obviously 
deprecated  and  inevitably  leads  to  a slowing  down  of  the  service. 

Salvage 

Salvaged  materials  to  the  value  of  just  under  £700  were  collected 
and  disposed  of  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  more  than  £100  over 
the  previous  year.  This  was  particularly  gratifying  since  the  value 
received  for  waste  paper  was  generally  low  throughout  the  year  and 
did  not  justify  any  effort  involving  additional  cost  to  increase  the 
amount  collected. 

Night  Soil  Collection 

The  service  continued  to  function  without  complaint  and  as 
satisfactorily  as  one  can  claim  for  this  work.  This  can  only  be  brought 
to  an  end  by  the  provision  of  proper  sewerage  schemes. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 

Details  of  the  nature  and  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made 
during  the  year  by  the  Department  are  set  out  overleaf.  Once  more, 
it  will  be  appreciated  that  the  majority  of  visits  are  inevitably  a result 
of  housing  and  allied  complaints  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  De- 
partment; often  through  applications  for  housing  accommodation 
which  continue  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Department. 
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Nature  and  Number  of  Visits,  Inspections,  etc. 


Complaints  received  and  investigated  . . . . . . 80 

Visits  to  investigate  complaints  . . . . . . . . 215 

Re-visits  and  inspections  of  work  in  progress  . . . . 383 

Interviews  with  owners,  builders,  and  architects  . . . . 176 

Infectious  disease  enquiries  . . . . . . . . . . 39 

Disinfections  carried  out  . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Inspections  of  Dairies  . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  and  Butcher’s  Shops  . . . . 77 

Inspections  of  Knacker’s  Yard  . . . . . . . . 27 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  . . . . , . . . . . 51 

Inspections  of  Fish  Frier’s  premises  . . . . . . . . 33 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  premises  . . . . . . . . 137 

Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops  . . . . . . 35 

Water  Samples  taken  . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Ice  Cream  Samples  taken  . . . . . . . . . . 48 

Drains  tested  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 

Visits  to  premises  regarding  re-drainage  . . . . . . 235 

Visits  to  requisitioned  premises  ..  ,,  ..  ..  151 

Visits  to  temporary  dwellings  . . . . . . . . . . 178 

Visits  to  Camping  and  Caravan  Sites  . . . . . . 56 

Visits  in  connection  with  refuse  collection  and  salvage  . . 184 

Visits  to  refuse  tips  . . . . . . . . . . . . 96 

Visits  to  premises  prior  to  removal  to  Council  Houses  185 

Visits  following  applications  for  Council  Houses  . . . . 390 

Visits  to  ascertain  permitted  numbers . . . . . . , . 2 

Visits  in  connection  with  H.C.N.  fumigation  , . . . 6 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections  . . . . . . . . 347 


Controlled  Premises:  Details  of  Inspection,  etc. 


Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  etc. 

No.  Registered 

No.  Inspected 

Total  No.  of 
Inspections 

Informal  Notices 
served 

I 

Notices 
complied  with 

j Legal 

Proceedings 

Common  Lodging  Houses . . 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— , ■■ 

Bakehouses  . . 

19 

19 

51 

7 

6 

Nil 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

10 

10 

26 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Slaughterhouses 

16 

16 

69 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Knackers’  Yards 

1 

1 

27 

2 

2 

Nil 

Offensive  Trades 

Nil 

. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fish’Friers  . . 

6 

6 

33 

2 

2 

Nil 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

36 

36 

137 

6 

6 

Nil 

Factories  and  Workshops  . . 

91 

27 

35 

11 

8 

Nil 

Notices  and  Letters  sent  out: 

Informal  Notices,  Letters,  Formal  Notices  . . . . . . 531 
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Shops  Act,  1934 

Very  little  routine  inspection  of  shops  was  practicable,  apart  from 
those  premises  used  for  the  preparation,  storage,  and  sale  of  foods. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

Seven  new  applications  for  licences  to  station  individual  caravans 
on  sites  were  approved  during  the  year;  six  formerly  licensed  were 
removed,  leaving  a total  of  eleven  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
together  with  one  site  licence. 

Contrary  to  expectations,  it  is  pleasing  to  record  the  latter  did  not 
present  any  difficulties,  and  for  the  period  during  which  it  was  in 
use  was  administered  in  a very  satisfactory  manner.  A piped  water 
supply  has  now  been  provided,  together  with  modern  and  adequate 
lavatory  accommodation  and  drainage. 

Smoke  Abatement 

Routine  observations  were  made  during  the  year  on  the  four 
factory  chimneys  in  the  District,  but  apart  from  sporadic  heavy 
emissions  from  two  of  them  due  in  one  case  to  the  nature  of  the 
process  and  in  the  other  mainly  to  the  type  of  fuel  available  at  the 
time,  there  was  very  little  cause  for  complaint. 

Vermin  Infestation 

Fifteen  cases  of  infestation  by  vermin  were  confirmed  and  dealt 
with  during  the  year.  The  procedure  of  inspecting  all  furniture  and 
other  effects  from  existing  dwellings  before  removal  to  new  houses 
was  again  actively  pursued  and  again  proved  the  value  and  necessity 
of  this  work. 

In  only  one  case  was  the  infestation  of  such  magnitude  that  it 
could  not  be  dealt  with  satisfactorily  by  the  Department,  but  was 
successfully  treated  by  specialists  in  this  work. 

Rodent  Control 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pest  Act  1949,  which  came  into 
force  during  the  year,  imposed  a greater  burden  of  responsibility  on 
.District  Councils  but  at  the  same  time  allowed  them  more  powers 
in  dealing  with  the  menace  to  public  health  and  foodstuffs  by  rat  and 
mouse  infestations.  The  additional  responsibility  of  supervision  of*' 
agricultural  lands  and  buildings  did  not  present  any  undue  difficul- 
ties, largely  owing  to  the  close  co-operation  with  the  Pest  Section  of  *' 
the  County  Agricultural  Committee  which  still  continues  to  carry 
out  treatments  on  such  properties. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  issue  warn-  >i 
ings  to  several  farmers  and  operators  of  threshing  tackle  for  nott: 
complying  with  the  requirements  to  fence  round  stacks  during,.: 
threshing  operations,  but  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  take"^ 
formal  proceedings  in  these  instances. 


22 


As  a result  of  complaints  received  or  infestations  found  during 
normal  inspections,  six  major  infestations  (20-100  rats);  twenty-two 
minor  infestations  (1-20  rats);  and  two  cases  of  infestation  by  mice 
were  satisfactorily  dealt  with.  In  addition,  periodical  treatments 
were  made  to  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  and  sewage  disposal  works. 

Routine  tests  of  all  the  Council’s  sewers  were  made  in  accordance 
with  our  obligation  under  the  Act  and  as  a result  of  infestations 
found  in  the  systems  at  Coggeshall  and  Hatfield  Peverel,  the  neces- 
sary treatments  were  given. 

All  non-recoverable,  but  approved  expenditure  on  this  work  was 
again  subject  to  a fifty  per  cent  grant  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries. 

Factories 

Particulars  of  premises  in  the  Rural  District  coming  within  the 
scope  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  and  of  inspections  made,  will  be 
found  on  page  24. 

Notification  of  the  employment  of  seventy  outworkers  employed 
in  the  District  was  received  during  the  year.  These  were  engaged 
mainly  in  the  manufacture  of  wearing  apparel  and  in  the  lampshade 
industry. 

Schools 

All  schools  in  the  Rural  District  have  piped  main  water  supplies 
available,  and  the  sanitary  conveniences  continued  to  be  maintained 
in  a reasonably  satisfactory  state. 

One  voluntary  school  is  still  not  connected  to  the  sewer,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  the  latter  has  been  available  immediately  in  front  of 
the  premises  for  over  twelve  years.  It  is  anticipated,  however,  that 
this  work  will  be  carried  out  during  1951. 

Housing 

The  number  of  additional  units  of  accommodation  provided  in 
the  District  during  1950  was  125,  an  increase  of  twenty-two  over  the 
previous  year.  This  number  was  made  up  as  follows: 

New  Council  Houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  118 

Private  Enterprise  Houses  9 

TOTAL  127 


Less:  One  Case  of  re-conditioning  where  units  of  accom- 
modation were  reduced  from  2 to  1 . . . . . . 1 

One  Property  occupied  in  1949  but  now  demolished  , . 1 


NET  TOTAL  125 
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Factories  Act,  1937 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

1 Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers  premises) 

23 

68 

31 

55 

— 

— 

Total 

91 

86 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Remedied 

Referred 

cases  in 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

! 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

9 

8 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 



Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

_ 





Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . . 







___ 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

— 

— 





— — 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

1 





(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

_ 

- . 



Other  offences  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

11 

8 

— 

— 

— 
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Whilst  the  figures  for  1949  showed  that  the  number  of  additional 
units  of  accommodation  provided  was  less  than  the  annual  demand 
for  separate  housing  accommodation,  the  position  for  1950  is  that 
the  two  are  almost  balanced,  since  717  applications  were  outstanding 
at  the  end  of  1949  against  714  at  the  end  of  1950. 

This  is  particularly  gratifying  and  it  is  hoped  that  at  the  end  of 
1951  the  position  may  be  even  better.  It  is  a position  which  will 
inevitably  occur  since  more  families  are  being  moved  now  from 
houses  which  can  again  be  occupied  by  a smaller  family,  whereas 
previously  they  were  mainly  being  taken  from  houses  which  could 
not  be  re-let  or  from  houses  accommodating  other  families. 

In  spite  of  the  above  ray  of  sunshine,  the  present  shortage  of 
houses  is  still  acute.  Sufficient  has  been  written  on  the  subject  in  the 
last  few  reports  that  the  provision  of  the  largest  possible  number  of 
additional  units  of  accommodation  must  be  the  number  one  priority 
for  some  time  to  come. 

Work  under  the  Housing  Act  1936,  of  necessity  continued  very 
slowly,  and  whilst  every  effort  was  made  to  maintain  property  in  at 
least  a wind  and  weather-proof  condition,  no  large-scale  recon- 
ditioning was  requested  except  where  sub-standard  dwellings  be- 
came vacant.  Four  such  properties  were  completely  re-conditioned 
during  the  year  and  six  properties  subject  to  operative  Demolition 
Orders  were  demolished. 

No  further  hutments  were  converted  and  some  of  the  existing 
ones  which  had  outlived  their  usefulness  were  rendered  incapable  of 
further  occupation. 

The  experience  gained  of  the  1949  Housing  Act  was  most  dis- 
appointing. In  the  first  place  it  soon  became  obvious  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  were  not  intended  to  apply  to  the  type  of  property 
where  they  would  have  been  most  useful  in  a District  such  as  this, 
i.e.,  property  in  need  of  improvement  and  extensive  repair.  Secondly, 
the  machinery  for  handling  applications  appeared  to  be  unwieldy 
from  an  administrative  aspect  and  abnormal  delays  were  ex- 
perienced in  dealing  with  cases  which  were  recommended  to  the 
Ministry  by  the  Council. 

Six  applications  only  were  received  in  respect  of  seven  properties, 
of  which  three  were  rejected  by  the  Council  as  not  complying  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Act.  Of  the  remainder,  two  applications  in 
respect  of  three  dwellings  were  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  the 
fourth  was  still  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

Since  the  responsibility  for  supervision  of  the  production  of  milk 
under  hygienic  conditions  is  no  longer  vested  in  Local  Authorities, 
the  only  duties  remaining  were  in  respect  of  the  distribution  side  of 
the  industry.  So  far  as  this  Rural  District  is  concerned,  this  pre- 
sented very  little  difficulty  since  most  retailers  registered  with  the 
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Council  simply  distributed  the  milk  as  received  by  them  in  bottles 
already  sealed.  Very  few  complaints  as  to  the  quality  of  milk  were 
received  and  these  in  the  main  were  due  to  unsatisfactory  storage 
after  delivery  to  the  consumer.  Whether  this  improved  state  of 
affairs  was  due  to  better  conditions  under  which  the  milk  is  now  pro- 
duced, or  to  the  more  suitable  climatic  condition  prevailing  in  that 
particular  summer,  one  would  hesitate  to  hazard  a guess. 

Dairies 

Fifteen  Distributors  and  ten  dairies  were  registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

The  following  Licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Regulations,  1949: 

Dealers  Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . 7 

Supplementary  Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . 4 

Dealers  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . . . 2 

Supplementary  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 3 


Ice  Cream  Premises 


There  were  thirty-six  premises  registered  for  the  storage,  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  ice  cream  in  the  District,  an  increase  of  five  over 
the  previous  year.  Forty-eight  samples  were  taken,  mainly  during 
the  height  of  the  season,  with  the  following  results  in  terms  of  the 
Provisional  Grading  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  applicable  to  the 
Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test: 


Manufactured  in  the  District 
3 in  provisional  Grade  1 
3 in  provisional  Grade  2 
0 in  provisional  Grade  3 
2 in  provisional  Grade  4 


Manufactured  outside  the  District 
18  in  provisional  Grade  1 
1 6 in  provisional  Grade  2 
4 in  provisional  Grade  3 
2 in  provisional  Grade  4 


These  results  show  a much  higher  standard  than  two  years  ago 
and  a similar  standard  to  that  of  1949.  This  is  particularly  gratifying, 
in  view  of  the  large  amount  of  pioneer  work  that  was  necessary 
when  ice  cream  became  readily  available  after  1945,  and  the  present 
standards  were  first  devised.  The  policy  of  encouraging  the  sale  of 
a wrapped  product  only,  especially  when  bought  from  outside  the 
District,  has  been  amply  justified  and  to  some  extent  accounts  for 
the  lower  number  of  samples  it  was  considered  necessary  to  take. 


Meat  Inspection 

Meat  supplied  to  butchers  in  the  District  during  the  year  con- 
tinued to  be  drawn  from  slaughter-houses  in  adjoining  Districts 
where  it  is  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter.  Very  little  of  a diseased 
or  unsound  condition  was  notified  or  found  during  the  periodical 
visits  which  were  maintained  to  butchers’  premises.  The  standard  of 
meat  generally,  at  least  from  a Public  Health  aspect,  was  reasonably 
good,  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  premises  concerned 
continued  to  give  every  satisfaction. 


26 


Other  Foods 

Bye-Laws  in  connection  with  the  handling  and  wrapping  of  all 
foodstuffs  were  approved  by  the  Council  and  confirmed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  were  in  course  of  distribution  to  all  con- 
cerned at  the  end  of  the  year.  Whilst  periodical  and  routine  visits 
have  always  been  maintained  so  far  as  practicable  to  all  cafes,  res- 
taurants, bakeries,  retail  food  shops,  etc.,  it  is  hoped  to  follow  up  the 
distribution  of  the  Bye-Laws  with  a personal  visit  in  each  case,  in 
order  that  any  special  points  can  be  discussed;  but  it  is  not  intended 
that  this  new  legislation  shall  be  used  other  than  for  advisory  pur- 
poses unless  exceptional  and  particular  circumstances  necessitate 
otherwise. 

The  hygienic  standard  of  food  handling  premises  in  the  District 
has,  in  the  past,  been  generally  reasonably  good,  but  these  new  Bye- 
Laws  should  result  in  the  overcoming  of  certain  weaknesses  and 
loop-holes  in  the  hitherto  existing  Law. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption, and  destroyed  during  the  year:  215  tins  of  food  of  various 
types;  Cheese  38  lbs.;  Mutton  31  lbs.;  Beef  851bs.;  Fish  112  lbs.; 
Dutch  meat  1 1 tins;  Figs  280  lbs.;  Liquid  Whole  Egg  112  lbs. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  seize  any  diseased  or  unsound  food,  but 
one  baker  had  to  be  issued  with  a very  strong  warning  regarding 
extraneous  material  found  in  bread  baked  by  him. 
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